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Funding Announced! 
 

Geoff Howard, member for Ballarat East; Stuart Smithwick, President of D.S.C.R.; and  
Callum Wright, CEO of the Bendigo Banks‟ Community EnterpriseTM Foundation. 
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THE TURNTABLE 

 
 

POSTAL ADDRESS:  PO Box 98  
   Daylesford,  
   Vic 3460   
 

WEB SITE:    www.dscr.com.au 
 

ENQUIRIES:   Ph: (03) 5348 1759 (24hr information line) 
                          Ph: (03) 5348 3503 (Daylesford Railway Station - Sundays only) 
         or              Ph: (03) 5348 3927  (Secretary) 

 
All Donations Of $2.00 or more are Tax Deductable 

 
Contributions for publication are always welcome, and can be sent to the above 
address. Should you wish items to be returned to you, please include a stamped, 

self-addressed envelope. 
 

 
Disclaimer:-  

articles in this publication express the views of the author(s), and not necessarily those of the Company. 
 

 

EDITORIAL 
 

It‟s been a long year waiting for the fantastic news of funding to rebuild our track,  
yet work on other projects never ceased at Daylesford. Even projects which may have  
seemed almost hopeless in the early days have come a long way through determined and  
consistent hard work. A case in point: 
Some of you may recall that the Dodge passenger-mail motor was originally rescued from the scrap heap  
by the A.R.H.S. Despite it‟s parlous state, in due time plans were afoot at Daylesford to restore, and where 
necessary rebuild it.  
Because we have no builder‟s plans for the Dodge, our task has effectively been to reverse engineer a 
vehicle which, being custom built, may never even have had a plan drawn up. 
Where the wooden frame on which the metal outer shell rests has disintegrated, the curvature of the metal 
shell is the only evidence available to gauge what size & shape the wooden frame should be. To complicate 
matters even further, of course the metal shell is dented or misshapen in places, so where do you even start 
to create a template? Thankfully, you start with somebody knowledgable, resourceful and patient to embark 
on effectively a prolonged sequence of trial and error lasting- in this case- many years. 
Sections are hand built and affixed in an attempt to fit, then if the fit isn‟t right, parts are removed, 
remeasured and alterations made. 
This necessarily results in some components being measured up with standard techniques over & over 
again before realising that it‟s not the new handiwork which is at fault, but the original vehicle itself which is 
half an inch out of square in some places! 
 

Even as the situation was being described to me recently, the correlation was pointed out between this and 
making new window frames for 63 RM. The windows which may ostensibly seem identical throughout the 
vehicle have been manufactured to fit a specific position, and are by no means interchangeable. 
 

No doubt many similar examples could be listed of the unique challenges facing those restoring heritage 
 vehicles. Daylesford is an impressive showcase for the tenacity, skill, and plain hard work contributed 

 by our ambitious volunteers. 
 
 

Marion Silver,  
Interim Editor 

 
. 
 

 
 

Contributors to this issue: (in alphabetical order) - N. Ednie, B. Fell, I.Fell, D.Sharp, S.Smithwick. 
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PRESIDENTôS REPORT  
 

Our patience has finally paid off with funding being secured to repair the track damaged in the 2009 bushfire. 
Geoff Howard, MLA for Ballarat East and Callum Wright, CEO, of the Bendigo Banks‟ Community EnterpriseTM 

Foundation jointly announced a grant of $300,000 on Sunday 22nd of February. We are very grateful to the 
State Government and the Bendigo Bank‟s Community Enterprise TM Foundation for making the grant available 
and supporting the DSCR and the Daylesford community.  
Special thanks must go to Kathleen Brannigan of the Hepburn Shire Council for her assistance through the 
application process. 
We are also very grateful for the generous donations for bushfire recovery made by various individuals and 
groups within the community. I must also acknowledge the resilience of our volunteers who have continued to 
support the DSCR for the last twelve months of reduced operation. 
The funding will be used to replace approximately 2000 sleepers and other infrastructure destroyed in the fire. 
Puffing Billy Railway will be appointed as project managers through the rebuilding phase, using local labor and 
contractors wherever possible. Additional work to be carried out by our volunteer workforce should see trains 
return to Musk by mid year. 
Deterioration of the track between Musk & Bullarto will require significant resources to rectify. An application to 
the second round of the Federal Governments‟ Jobs Fund, if successful, will provide funding to undertake the 
required works. If the application is unsuccessful we will have to look at other funding sources to return trains 
to Bullarto. 
As part of our contribution to repair the damaged track, the company recently purchased a secondhand 
sleeper inserter/ scarifier track machine, which, although it cost $11,000, (more than the „Y‟ class) fills a void in 
our machinery stable and completes the DSCR fleet of track machinery. This machine, along with the rest of 
the fleet will be put to good use during the bushfire recovery project. 
The coming months will be extremely busy for our regular volunteers.  
YOUR assistance would be greatly appreciated.  

 
Stuart Smithwick 
President. 
 

(If you would like to offer help in our 
efforts to repair the bushfire damage, 
call Stuart on 0409 351 901) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 2010. Preliminary work in Fire damaged areas: First works trolley in the bushfire area.   Photo: Barry Fell 



 

OUT ON THE TRACK 
 

A SUMMARY OF WAY & WORKS ACTIVITIES  2009 - 2010 
 

Number of recorded work days engaged in track work :-  54 

Number of recorded work days engaged in clearing :-   88 
Total days recorded :      - 142 

 

¶ Sleepers replaced : - - - - - - 317 

¶ Lineside weed sprays carried out : - - - - 5 

¶ Rail lengths replaced : - - - - - 1 

¶ Bolts replaced : - - - - - - 40 

¶ Install Stop Board at fire damaged area - - - 1 

¶ Install “Do Not Enter” signs by fire damage - - - 1 

¶ Six track inspections have been carried out. 

¶ A record of fire risk reduction activities is being maintained. 
 

Number of days devoted to replacing ballast :-    4 
Number of days devoted to replacing bolts :-    1 
Number of days devoted to realigning Home Signal curve :-  1 
Number of days devoted to fixing Stop Board :-    1 
Number of days devoted to replacing missing Curve/ Whistle Boards:- 1 
Number of days devoted to removing old sleepers :-   1 
Number of days devoted to working in the bushfire damaged area :- 2 
Number of days devoted to track machine training :-   1 
Number of days devoted to station building works :-   4 

As you can see, the track gang has been anything but lacking enthusiasm, despite the fire destroying a section 
of track in February 2009. You may also note the significant clearing effort. This is not unusual, though in light 
of the ever-present bushfire menace an even greater effort has taken place this past year. 

This article was written on 8 February 2010, and we hope that, by the time you read this, the monies to repair 
the fire damage have materialized and that planning for this project will be in full swing.  Those who have 
offered their assistance with the rebuilding phase will be able to put their offer into practice.  More information 
will follow once we know more. 

I‟ld like to thank all those who were able to assist the gang this last year; once again it has been a fantastic 
effort, in somewhat trying circumstances. Without these people The CHTR may have had even less 
operational track available. Once again it comes down to our motto: “Way & Works Branch – Leading the Way 
with Works on The CHTR”. And remember, if you‟re spiking, you‟re smiling. 

Yours in continual boxing. 
 

                  Ian Fell 
                  Way & Works Manager 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
January 2010: embankment at Musk Creek, groomed using a hired grooming machine.      Photo: Barry Fell 
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SLIDES A-PLENTY 
 

Volunteering at Daylesford isn‟t just sleepers and paint… the number of activities you can become involved in 
is tremendous.  You name it, and a tourist railway has it! 

Daylesford also boasts a very social side to our railway hobby.  A couple of months ago some of the lads 
and ladies organised a Slide Night, at which one of the volunteers displayed some interesting slides on the big 
screen (these slide night displays usually have a heavy railway theme). 

This particular Saturday night had a busy Silver Streak event running out of the station, so we decided to 
set up the barbecue outside the goods shed.  The usual good food and company followed.  There was the 
usual story-telling and jokes a-plenty.  With the exceptionally tasty food done and dusted, and everyone being 
quite comfortable with the evening‟s warmth, it was decided to hold the Slide Night inside the goods shed.  
The slide screen, which had been purchased years before at a Spotswood auction, was erected.  A wheelie 
bin was commandeered and relocated to centre stage so as to provide support for the projector.  A row of 
general seating, plus the ride-on mower and railway platform seat, was strategically arranged for maximum 
viewing pleasure.  The projector was fired up, and about 300 slides, all consisting of various railway themes, 
were on show.  Various locations were on display, including the Apple Isle, and different areas across Victoria. 

A slightly disturbing and spooky thing then happened.  About halfway through the slide presentation, one of 
the chaps started talking about the remaining sections of the former Webb Dock line still in location at Port 
Melbourne.  Lo and behold, the very next batch of slides had a comprehensive pictorial of - you guessed it - 
the Webb Dock line! 

Every so often, the slide show was interrupted to rewind to some obscure item in the corner of a picture, 
perhaps consisting of an old ganger‟s trolley or track machine, or to zoom in on some locomotive‟s running 
number.  It‟s always funny to see someone trying to point at some interesting item on the screen, but then to 
have people sitting down further away from the screen complaining that the “pointer person” is blocking their 
view of the interesting object! 

This particular night had a true Intermission.  A kind-hearted soul produced sweets: chocolate Bavarian, 
cream, berries - you name it, we had it.  (Okay, that‟s a bit of an exaggeration, but we DID have sweets!)   

I dips me lid to all those who provided the food, refreshments and entertainment - a great bunch of people 
and a great fun night, and all for only $8 per head.  What more could you ask for? 
 

 
 

 
 

Ian Fell 
Volunteers Co-Ordinator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ian Fell and restored tram 26 at our Christmas party, Ballarat Tramway Museum.   Photo: James Brook 
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SAFETY NOTICEBOARD 
 

 

üü Safety Page ûû 
 

Volunteer Induction refreshers have been held over the past few months.   
All volunteers are reminded that they must complete a refresher every 12 months;  

this is a requirement of our Safety Management System. 
 

The CHTR has applied for an Application for Variation of its Rail Accreditation for the introduction into service 
of two more track machines.  Details are as follows:- 

 

6.43.022 - - ñTamperò Sleeper Renewer Scarifier (SRS) 
TC 1 - - - ñTamperò Tie Handling Crane 

 

Some minor alterations have now been made to the Track Machine Instructions which had been issued to the 
volunteers who attended the recent Track Machine Training Course.  Stuart, the Training Manager, will shortly 
organise another training course for these two vehicles, and the latest version of the instructions will then be 

issued.   
 

As is the usual arrangement, both the Rolling Stock Manager and the Mechanical Plant Manager will be 
responsible for the ongoing operation and maintenance of these machines. 

 

The Rolling Stock Register has been updated, and will feature in a future edition of The Turntable. 
 

Any volunteer who wishes to be trained on any of these vehicles should apply in writing to the Board. 
 

The annual track certification was conducted by our contracted engineer on Saturday 13 February 2010.  The 
existing operational portion of our line has been re-certified as “fit for use” for another 12 months. 

 

A tidy-up of both sheds has recently taken place.  Everyone is reminded to remain vigilant and to remove trip 
hazards.  Always wear your personal protective equipment, and remember that the job‟s not complete until the 

tidy-up has taken place. 
 

Make sure you acquaint yourself with any new notices etc. appearing on the Safety Notice Boards, each time 
you visit the Railway. 

 

 
 

  
 

January 2010 Just purchased Sleeper Renewer Scarifer machine. Engine side.  

Photo: Barry Fell 
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ROLLING STOCK REPORT 
 

What‟s happening in the Rollingstock branch: 
 

63RM:     
63RM had a brief retirement over January while 91RM ran the passenger services over the busy Christmas 
period. The pause in running also allowed for the annual and 3 yearly B & C inspection exams to be carried 
out. This identified a few issues which were relatively easily fixed. Some slight engine oil and coolant leaks 
were repaired at the same time 
 
91RM:  
After completion of the roof and ceiling repairs 91 was back in action running services over January. All the 
new ceiling panels were fitted, and together with all the other sanded areas of the ceiling were painted.  
A big effort was then required to clean the entire interior of all the accumulated dust/dirt etc. before once again 
91 was ready for passengers. The roof isn't actually fully completed yet, but more roof patching was carried 
out. Recent heavy down pours have shown the roof to now be water tight (a vast improvement) with one leak 
remaining. Some more slight patching remains to be completed and the roof will be given a coat of blue paint. 
The yearly B inspection exam was also completed late last year. 
 
DRC40:  
The new batteries and charger for the Diesel Alternator set have been fitted and work perfectly. (Now there‟s 
no need to jump start the DRC for its monthly Silver Streak commitment.)  
 
32RM:  
With work completed on 91RM our normal workforce has again returned its attention to the re-build of this 
vehicle. Recent activities underway or completed of late have included the rebuilding of the drivers cab tool 
box (now known as Dave's tool box). The No.2 drivers‟ cab has had various parts painted as well as various 
other parts attached. The cab is now getting very close to being able to have all the controls fitted (something 
I'm itching to do since they were removed way back in 1984.) A new front drivers‟ window needs to be 
purchased and fitted before this can take place. The time consuming task of paint scraping and rubber 
removal from the small opening windows, window sills and the associated hinged brackets has also been 
completed. Some of the rather thin outer aluminium window frames have also been repaired. Work has also 
started on the repair of the No.2 end horn and drivers‟ cab sun visor. 
 
 

Nick Ednie,  
Rolling Stock Manager 

 

 
 

Ceiling repairs in 91RM's First Class car completed. 
Photo: Barry Fell 
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The first of the vertical side frame 
members removed from 53RM so a 
replacement can be made and fitted. 

 
 

Photo: Barry Fell 
 

 

 
 

 
January 2010. 
With work on 91RM complete, the 
opportunity was taken to put 544ZL in 
the shed for a day to undertake a roof 
repaint, and to replace & repair some 
woodwork  

 
 

Photo: Barry Fell 
 

 

 
 

The new slip on fire fighting and weed 
spray unit being completed at 
Daylesford. 
 
 

Photo: Barry Fell 
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After fitting new insulation to the air gap between 
91RM's ceiling and roof, new galvanised steel 
sheet is put in place of the corroded aluminium 
which has been cut out. 
 

Photo: Barry Fell 

 

 
New roof sheet bent to shape and secured with 
sealant and pop rivets.  
 

Photo: Barry Fell 

 
 
 
 
Dec 2009 
Restored ladies waiting room seat recently 
placed in the anteroom of the ladies toilets. 
 

Photo: Barry Fell 

 
 
 
 
 
Recently the railway recieved a grant from 
Building Better Museums program for two fire 
resistant filing cabinets. 
 

Photo: Barry Fell 
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Railway Trivia: 
 

Unusual sightings:. 
A DERM in the City loop! No photoshoppery involved. Photo courtesy of Brendan McKenna  

 

 
 

Cookery Corner 
 

Steam driver Andrew Lowdenôs recipe for the perfect bacon sandwich 
 
You will need:  
- One steam engine * 
- One bread roll 
- One medium coal shovel 
- Lard or oil for frying 
- Two slices of bacon 
- Pinch of coal dust to garnish   
 

Method: 
1)  Remember to clean your shovel using scalding hot water  
by placing the shovel under the injector overflow pipe.  
    (For anyone not used to cooking with steam locomotives,  
    the injectors are used to put more water into the boiler.) 
2)  Dry the shovel by placing it briefly in the fire. 
3)  Grease the shovel with oil or lard. 
4)  Place bacon on the shovel. Cheap bacon tends to shrivel up in 
the intense heat. Dry cured works best. If you're not worried about 
cholesterol levels, put the bread roll on as well. 
5)  Place shovel in fire for 30 SECONDS or until bacon rind melts. 
Remember the firebox is usually at a temperature of around 600 
degrees Celsius, so it cooks very quickly.  
6)  Remove shovel and place bacon in bread roll. 
 

* On diesel days,  
get your bacon butties from the TeaRoom instead. 
 
 
 

 
(Reprinted with permission from the Welsh Heritage Highland Railway website.) 
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TROLLEY BRANCH REPORT  
 

The trolleys have been working fine since last time I wrote. They should have new tarps fitted by the time you 
read this and the exams should be in process ready for the engineer inspection in May. Work is still 
concentrated on the track machines.  
Trolleys should be running again around the tractor pull weekend and at Easter. 

 
Since I have listed all the different design changes for the trolleys I will now list one of the oldest cards in the 
collection: trolley “KS 300”.  The information is presented in a table similar to the original card layout.   
 

 

2997-57 

 

 

 

Job. 

No. 

 

T R A C K    M A C H I N E  

 

R E P A I R    R E C O R D    C A R D 

      W.W. 403 

Vehicle KS                 V.R. No........300........ 

Engine  Typeééé.            Makers No. éééé 

 

Date 

 

Location 

Sizes of With 

Vehicle 

Engine 

 

Magneto 

No. 

 

Remarks 

 

Initialed 
Piston C/Shaft 

 In  From New Car       

 Out 29 SEP 1958 To Tarwin STD STD 264 99 List  

 In 24 FEB 1959 From Tarwin 1 5 254 99   

39045 Out 3-7-59 To Tarwin 1 4 387 1271   

 In 1-10-59 From Tarwin 1 4 387 1271 Surplus  

59437 Out 1-12-59 To Seymour 8 13 421 1116 75  

 In 10-3-61 From Seymour 8 23 421 783   

61080 Out 9-5-61 To R F Shepparton 1 3 293 1265 212  

 In  From        

 Out CENSUS To Shepparton       

 In  From        

3 DEC Out 1965 CENSUS To Shepparton       

 In 29-5-67 From Shepparton   293 375 209  

 Out 3-10-68 To Sunbury 1 5 313 317 339  

 In JUN 1979 

CENSUS 

From Clarkefield Works Gang     

 Out  To        
 
As you can see it was designed for use with both vehicles and engines by crossing out what wasn‟t needed. 
The railway ran censuses to make sure their records were correct and that they knew where all the trolleys & 
engines were around the state. As you see, trolleys moved around the state quite a bit. This one (KS 300) 
started its life being shipped to Tarwin in South Gippsland. It remained there for just over a year before being 
sent to Seymour where it stayed for 2 years. It was sent north in 1961 to Shepparton for the Road Foreman to 
use but by the mid 1960‟s he no longer used it -: it was probably used by a ganger there until 1967. By 1968 it 
had been sent to Sunbury, remaining there until sent up the line to Clarkefield for use by a Works Gang. The 
trolley didn‟t just get sent to a new location but was usually sent back to the workshops at North Melbourne for 
maintenance, a replacement trolley taking the place of the returned one. The trolley would remain in the 
workshops after servicing (perhaps having the engine changed at the same time) before being sent out to 
replace another trolley from around the state in need of servicing. Sometimes trolley engines would be sent 
out for gangers to replace themselves and they would send the old engine back to the workshops. This trolley 
had 5 different engines during its life. The railway also kept lists of which magneto was on the trolley, this one 
having 7 different magnetos.  
Next I will cover an engine, then another trolley. In coming issues I will cover other trolley maintenance cards 
of specific interest. 
 
Due to work commitments I‟m not at Daylesford often but will be there whenever I can either as guard or 
working on the track, trains, or trolleys.  If you see me don‟t forget to say g‟day.  

Donald ñDonnyò Sharp 
Trolley Manager. 
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The next instalment from the book Names of Victorian Railway Stations by Thomas O‟Callaghan JP. 

 
ORIGIN OF STATION NAMES. 

 

 

      HEIGHT 

      ABOVE   MILES 

      SEA    FROM 

STATION      (FEET)    MELB. ORIGIN OF NAME 
 

Geelong 57 45 Melbourne to Port Fairy.  Named by Governor Bourke, 1837, from the native 
name of the hill upon which the town was built.  “ Geelong ” means the place of 
the cliff.  Sutherland gives the meaning as “ white sea bird or curlew.”  J. F. H. 
Mitchell says it means “ swampy plains, resort of native companions ” 

Geelong North 56 43½ See Geelong 

Geelong South 62 46¼ See Geelong 

Gellibrand 246 112½ Colac to Crowes.  Takes its name from the Gellibrand River, which was called 
after Joseph Tice Gellibrand, a member of Batman‟s Association engaged in the 
Settlement of Port Phillip, 1835. He was lost in the bush with a companion named 
Hesse.  

Gelliondale 30 129¼ Melbourne to Port Albert.  Named after Mr. John Gellion, an early settler, who 
kept an hotel at Port Albert in 1853.  See Gippsland Mercury, 19.5.11 

Gembrook 1020 40¾ Ferntree Gully to Gembrook.  So named, because precious stones were found in 
the creek. 

Gerangamete 469 99¾ Birregurra to Forest.  Named after a run or pastoral station in that locality.  

Gerang 446 235¼ Melbourne to Serviceton.  Formerly “ Gerang Gerung.”  Native.  “ Gerang,” 
branch, leaf.  “ Jerrang,” leaf, bough. 

Gheringhap 250 51¾ Geelong to Ballarat.  Native.  The yellow blossom of the black wattle.  A species 
of white gum.  The haunt or habitat of the opossum. 

Gisborne 1526 40 Melbourne to Bendigo.  Named after Henry Fysche Gisborne, Private Secretary 
to Sir Richard Bourke, Governor of New South Wales, and one of the early 
Crown Lands Commissioners in Port Phillip. 

 
 
Coming in future articles:- any information that you the readers ask for. 
 
Until next time have fun and keep those trolleys running.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Donald ñDonnyò Sharp 
Trolley Manager. 


